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Hispanics/Latinos in California  

Cancer and Tobacco Use 

Hispanics/Latinos in California 

Tobacco Use and Healthcare Costs 

Why should Hispanics prioritize tobacco education and prevention? 

    

 In 2010, 16.3% of the U.S. population identified as Hispanic or Latino. 
For the same year, in California, 37.6% identified as such.1  

 Smoking is responsible for 87% of all lung cancer cases in the United 
States and lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer death among 
Hispanic men and second among Hispanic women. 

 

 In Los Angeles County, more than 10,000 people die per year from 
tobacco related diseases.3 

 California tax payers pay approximately $15.8 billion annually in 
tobacco-related health care costs.3  

 Hispanics have limited access to medical care, making it less likely 
that Hispanic smokers have access to cessation treatments.4  

 Hispanic smokers in all age groups are more likely to quit or cut back 
smoking in response to increases in cigarette prices.5 

 Every 10% increase in the real price of cigarettes reduces smoking 
among young adults by 3.5%, and kids and pregnant women by as 
much as 7%.6 

  

 Smoking is responsible for 87% of all lung cancer cases in the United 
States and lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer death among 
Hispanic men and second among Hispanic women. 

 Quitting smoking at any age can reduce a person’s risk for lung 
cancer. 7 

 Smoking increases a person’s chance of getting lung cancer 15 to 30 
times.8 
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For more information contact 
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