CONTACT US

Ponipate Rokolekutu, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Asian American Studies and
Race & Resistance Studies
prokolekutu@sfsu.edu

Leora Kava, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Asian American Studies and
Race & Resistance Studies
(On Leave FA19-SP20)

Kerri Ann Borja, M.A.
Lecturer, Race & Resistance Studies
kerriannborja@gmail.com

Sarah Wongking Tanuvasa, MPH
Lecturer, Race & Resistance Studies
sarahmw@sfsu.edu

Ursula-Ann Siataga, M.A.
Lecturer, Race & Resistance Studies
usiataga@sfsu.edu

Levalasi Loi-On, M.A.

Student Success Coordinator
Asian American & Pacific Islander
Student Services

levalasi@sfsu.edu

VISIT RRS.SFSU.EDU
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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MINOR PROGRAM

The minor consists of 15 units of required
courses - 6 units of lower division courses and
9 units of upper division courses within Race &
Resistance Studies in the College of Ethnic
Studies:

LOWER DIVISION COURSES

e ETHS 100: Introduction to Ethnic
Studies (D1, AERM, GP, SJ)

e RRS 103: Introduction to Pacific Studies
(D2, AERM, GP, SJ)
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UPPER DIVISION COURSES

RRS 303: Health and Wellness Among
Pacific Islanders (UD-B, SJ)

RRS 410: Grassroots Organizing for Change
in Communities of Color (UD-D, AERM, SJ)

RRS 433: Pacific Islanders in Film: Re-
Presenting Oceania Through an Indigenous
Lens (UD-C, AERM)

We are excited to continue building courses in
our initiative - please stay in touch with us for
questions, concerns, or comments!

PROGRAM SCOPE

Critical Pacific Islands and Oceania Studies at
San Francisco State University ensures that
academic and communal spaces reflect the work
and needs of Oceanic communities in the bay
area and globally. Our educational mission is to
honor Oceanic peoples, experiences, and stories
throughout the diaspora - and to privilege
narratives that are often forgotten and placed in
the margins. Significant parts of our
interdisciplinary studies program are focused on
historical and contemporary topics in relation to
California, US-Pacific politics, and Pacific
peoples and cultures. Courses utilize indigenous
epistemologies to center the resiliency and
power of our Ocean through the analysis of
imperialism, colonialism, militarism, and
globalization. Drawing from the work of Pacific
Scholars including Teresia Teaiwa, Epeli Hau'ofa
and many others, the past and present work of
Pacific peoples is used as a compass to guide the
work and local field forward.

This program aims to prepare students of all
backgrounds to work in, support, service, and
collaborate with Oceanic communities. Most
importantly, it intends to further highlight the
connections of Oceanic stories to Indigenous
peoples and diasporic communities everywhere
while also sharing the unique and diverse

experiences of Oceania.



