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My Story

• Tobacco control – global
• APPEAL leadership fellow

• Community-based participatory 
research for Asian Americans

• APPEAL team leader

• Health systems and tobacco
• APPEAL policy research

• SPARC advisor



Medicaid Plans
Medi-Cal Incentives to Quit Smoking (MIQS) Project (2011-2016):

Incentivizing Medi-Cal members who smoke to call a quitline

The project described was supported by Funding Opportunity Number 1B1CMS330901 from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.  
The contents provided are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Department of Health 
and Human Services or any of its agencies..  The results presented have not been verified by the independent evaluation contract.  



MIQS Statewide Outreach

*All-Household Mailings:  Nicotine Patch Only



Tailored Materials with Community Partners:  
Native American, African American, Pacific Islander, LGBTQ

Pacific 
Islander 
Partnership 
for Health 
(Jane 
Ka'alakahikina 
Pang)



bit.ly/ajpmdec18
https://www.ajpmonline.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0749-3797%2818%2932173-1

https://www.ajpmonline.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0749-3797%2818%2932173-1
https://www.ajpmonline.org/action/showPdf?pii=S0749-3797%2818%2932173-1


Consider Health Literacy:  6th Grade Level



Consider Health 
Education Teams: 
Threshold Languages



Health Care Systems
CA Quits (2018-2023):  

Health systems change with providers, plans, public health

Funded by the California Tobacco Control Program: #17-10594 and Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program #28CP-0039 



Learning Collaboratives & Workgroups

Public Health

ProvidersPlans

BENEFITS PATIENT

COORDINATION



CA Quits - Partners

• Providers
• Safety net hospital clinics
• Community clinics

• Plans
• 26 Medi-Cal managed care plans with Health 

Education teams

• Public Health Partners
• 58 County Tobacco Education Programs

• Grantees of the California Tobacco Control Program
• Other sectors

• Oral health, maternal child health, substance use 
disorder, behavioral health



Partnerships: Quitline, Research, Partners



Partnership:  Asian Smokers Quitline and SPARC



3 Reasons to Quit:  Tobacco and COVID

https://tobaccofreeca.com/health/covid-19-stop-smoking-and-vaping/

1) Smoking increases the risk 
of respiratory infections

2) Smoking worsens getting 
sick/dying from COVID

3) Vaping may be associated 
with lung injury +/- COVID

https://tobaccofreeca.com/health/covid-19-stop-smoking-and-vaping/


Cancer Centers
National Cancer Institute Cancer Center Cessation Initiative (2017-present):

Integrating tobacco treatment into cancer care

Funded by the National Cancer Institute P30CA093373−15S





Cohort 3
1. City of Hope
2. University of California San Diego
3. University of Southern California
4. Fox Chase Cancer Center
5. Rutgers University
6. Thomas Jefferson University
7. University of Alabama at 
Birmingham
8. University of Maryland
9. University of Texas
10. University of Washington



Integrating Tobacco Treatment into Cancer Clinics



Consider Partnerships:
Office of Community Outreach and Engagement



April 2019



• Medicaid Plans
• Reach and target diverse, vulnerable individuals 

in communities

• Health care systems
• Share across providers, plans, public health and 

health sector topics

• NCI Comprehensive Cancer Centers
• Conduct community outreach & engagement from 

cancer prevention/treatment to policy

Summary:  Partnership Strategies for Equity

www.caquits.com
Monthly e-newsletter: bit.ly/caquitsenews


