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Seven Million
Tobacco-related deaths a year
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                      In the United States…

Tobacco causes more deaths than: 

Suicides, homicides, alcohol,

auto accidents, drug use, HIV

COMBINED (CDC)



A history of working across communities



Using a health equity approach 
is important in engaging priority populations in policy change. 
We must ensure that no community is ignored or left behind.
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80,000 Taiwanese participate in Pride march in Taipei 2015



WORKING WITHIN THE LGBT 
COMMUNITY 
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Commercial 
Tobacco use:  
does not
take place
in a vacuum

-Poverty: Low education, Low opportunity

-Alcohol and Other Drugs : meth; opiates

-Chronic disease: 
Diabetes, Obesity, Hypertension, Asthma, HIV

-Mental health
-Violence and safety: Rape and bullying

-Racism
-Concern over legal status
-Environmental issues: air, water, noise, food deserts
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Federal tobacco tax with inclusion of health equity language and concepts and 
allocations specific to communities of color and LGBTQ populations

Mandate “community-friendly” grant mechanism system to ensure that those 
most marginalized Communities of Color and LGBTs are prioritized

LGBTs: Include Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity questions in all surveys so 
our communities can be counted and can be served
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Health Equity Policy 
Recommendations (abbreviated)



Partnering to pass policies 
that improve Health Equity across a jurisdiction
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