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...facilitate the  
implementation  

and promotion of  
comprehensive  

policies,  
community-led  
programs and  

culturally  
competent public  
health campaigns  

that benefit  
African 

Americans.



THE CENTER NETWORK
Tobacco and Cancer Control Programs  Faith 

Based Institutions
Community Based Organization  

Voluntary Organizations
African American Civic Organizations

Higher Learning Institutions (Historically Black Colleges  and 
Universities)
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Objective
s
1) Identify 10 principles of authentic community engagement that will improve  

commercial tobacco control programs’ successful partnering at the community level.

2) Understand strategies for fostering trust,  supporting 
community-led solutions and strengthening the

economic and social conditions that influence the  
health of people and communities.







Address 
Racism

Authentic community engagement  
intentionally addresses issues of race,  
institutional and structural racism, and  

discrimination and exclusion, and  
embodies

“cultural humility.”

Source: Minnesota Health Department







Ask the 
questions...Who has been left out in your work until  

now?

What identities have not been taken into  
account?

How could you include them?



























NAATPN STRATEGIC  
PARTNERS

African American Tobacco Control Leadership Council  The 
Northeast Ohio Black Health Coalition  Community-Campus 

Partnerships for Health
Coalition for a Tobacco Free Arkansas  

LewMar Entertainment

A. Philip Randolph Institute  Urban 

League of West Michigan

Urban League of Louisiana  

NAACP



1.

CHICAGO
Strategies to Engage Community Partners for

Policy Change

1.Community Input  
2.Relationship Building

3.Prepared for Community Priorities  
4.Legislative Champions



MINNESOTA

1.Allocate Resources  
2.Education and Engagement

3. Trusted Communicators  
4.Prepared for Challenges

Community-led action to Reduce Menthol in  
the AA Community



ASPIRE Network  
Nuestras Voces (Our Voices)

National Native Network (Keep it Sacred)  

National LGBT Tobacco-Related Cancer Network  

Self-Made Health Network

National Behavioral Health Network for Tobacco and
Cancer Control  

Geographic Health Equity Alliance

National  
Networks



Health Justice Guide NAATPN University

RESOURCE
S





Menthol Talking Points
Sermon Topics  Recommended 

Activities  Tobacco Free Church 

Grounds  Church 

Announcements

NMS Toolkit
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SOURCE
SThe Center's Health Justice Guide  

Minnesota Department of Public Health  
HealthEquityGuide.org



THANK YOU!
Channte' J. Keith  

Director of 
Operations  E-mail:

ckeith@centerforblackhealth.
org  Number: 919-680-4000

The Center for Black Health &
Equity

Twitter and IG: 
@blackbodyhealth  Facebook: 

Black Body Health
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