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The Buford Highway Study Area
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Introduction

Purposeof Study:

CPACS aimsto target the problem of enforcement of tobacco policies and laws in a
culturally appropriate manner through anthropological survey methods.
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Following ASPIRE's priority areas of communication and education, CPACS will create
ayouth task force that will receive training and perform an ethnography about
tobaccouse and enforcement with business owners and customers along Buford
Highway in Doraville. Through interviews and business mapping, we aim to understand
the local context surrounding tobacco use in AAPI populations.



Community Background and Context
Demographics of Study Area:

Multi Racial: 0.8 %

« The City of Doraville is around 15.9 % Asian. Major R —

ethnic groups include Korean, Chinese, and e “

Vietnamese. R
Tobacco Outlet Density and Social Determinants of e 21.4% /
Health: ot 135

« Researchers found in a nationwide study that
Tobacco Outlet Density (TOD) was higher in
urban areas with alower median household income
and in Latino and African American neighborhoods.

. Tobacco outlets are more concentrated in areas
where people have a higher risk of
negative health outcomes.




Research Flow

Research Sites

1. Intown Plaza:
-Beijing Kabobs
-Supermercado Latino
-Variedades Belen

2. Northwoods Plaza:
-Cafe Thuy Nga

3. Shallowford Road

-CPACS
office and parking Lot

-BP Gas Station

ResearchQuestions:

1. Where are the main areas
where people smoke? Has the
community changed after the smoke
free Doraville/Smoke Free Gwinnett
Campaigns?

2. Who is smoking on Buford

Highway? Where are they smokingand
why?

3. How does smokingand tobacco use
impact the local neighborhood?

ResearchMethods

1. Observations
2. Interviews

3. Reflections and Conclusions



Map of Research Area

Buford Highway Research Site

H
Theresearchareawaswithina 3
one-mile radius of the CPACS

office near Shallowford Road and

Intown Plaza:
Acpacs
Buford Highway. We wanted the

Beijing Kabobs@
research sitesto be within
walking distance so that we

o Supermercado Latinoz?\/
- Q &
1
could observe the differencein & & Cafe Thuy Nga
. . o
anti-smoking enforcement
between various community
spaces.
L
BP Gas Station
XX SE
not permitted

QoIS
P

; C”a,,)

?/=Clgarettes sold, by,

¥ Smoking Permitted 0"'7;,,
(T



Methods:

Fieldwork, Fieldnotes,

and interviews

Students from Community Action

for Teens visited three research

locations within the vicinity of
the CPACS office. Each student

had anotebook and worksheet to

record their observations about

the local environment.




e e o Observations:
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Intown Plaza: We found a considerable amount of cigarette :%%ﬁlgﬁ’ “Wm
butts on the ground in the parkinglot. One of the students io;”},’ M‘[u ‘L:;E Lo ',—msrm«—f% e T
noted that it was"not sanitary and the community is not r T mz%
dedicatedto getting rid of the trash." There were no ash 3 {“{, T T ‘3 [ paiateidindysaniiel
trays on this side of Intown Plaza. i '“” TR I

Supermercado Latino: Supermercado Latinoisasmall
grocery store in the back of Intown Plaza.

While there was some flashy advertising for alcoholin O oS DV "
Spanish, there wasnone for tobacco products. The store AN TR w..”‘“;""“‘“
ownertalked to us and commented that they do not $7 R e
advertise cigarettes and keep prices highas to discourage

people from buying them, but they are still often sold.
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Observations & Interviews

BeijingKabobs:

e Therestaurant hasa nosmokingsign that was provided by "fantuan”a Chinese
food delivery service.

e Customers do not smoke indoors, but often smoke in front of the restaurant.

* Whenwe asked herwho she sees smoking, she replied "Many Chinese people
smoke, fewer Americans smoke!"

Variadades Belen:

* "Most people don't smoke and that most locals were carefulabout tobacco
litter."

e Shealso saidthe majority of people she seessmokingare Chineseandit is
not common to see Hispanic people smoking.

* Smokingisnot allowed inside of her business, howeverthere is a smoking
area within 20ft of the entrance of the store.
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Observations & Interviews

Café Thuy Nga:

e (CaféThuyNgaisaVietnamese Cafe that permits smoking

* Thereisasign outside that reads "SMOKING ISALLOWED. No
one underthe age of 18 is permitted."

* Theclientele ismostly elderly Vietnamese men

BP:
* Qurresearch teaminterviewedthe clerk, who said mostly
older people are buying cigarettes.

e Thereisanashtrayin front of the door of the gas station, but
it wasrelatively empty, because people prefer to throw
cigarette butts on the ground.

e Thecigaretteshere were cheaper, hadmore varieties, and
were more prominently displayed than Supermercado
Latino.
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Chinese Taishanand Furongwang brand cigarettes, cigarillos, and Korean Cigarettes found near
Buford Highway




® @ ® Conclusions

Lack of smoke-free enforcementincertain

spaces and Overlap of Smoking Spaces

* Despite local smoke free ordinances, there
are some spaceswhere smokingand waste
from tobacco products are stillan issue.

* |mmigrant communitiesand small
businesssuch as those on Buford Highway
are disproportionately impacted by
tobaccouse and second-hand smoke.

e Thereisunevendistribution of
enforcement from establishment to
establishment and since smoke and trash
are mobile, there is spill over from smoking
spacesto non-smoking spaces.

Lack of proper sanitationandwaste
disposal

Trash from tobacco products are
particularly disruptive because
there is high pedestrian traffic in
this part of Atlanta, asmany
community members do not have
carsand must walk to work and
school.

Cigarette waste was often located
close to dumpsters andwasa
hazardfor fires.

Better signage and providing more
ashtrays and trash cansinpublic
spacescould alleviate this issue

Multicultural Factorsand TobaccoUse

There were severalmulticultural tobacco
products such ascigarillosand Chinese
cigarettes(imported from abroad)that were
found inthe community.

Thereis also aconvergence of

various cultural practices and different
cultural norms surrounding smoking on
Buford Highway.

Café Thuy Nga, for example, shows that
indoor smokingisnormalizedamong some
people of the older generationinthe
Vietnamese community.

Smokingisalso common inthe Chinese
community at MaJiang Partiesand people
import cigarettesfrom abroad.

12






